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Pankaj Oudhia 
Introduction 


Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much work has been done to document 
valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note 
“Traditional medicinal knowledge about medicinal insect Papilio demoleus L. (Papilionidae: Lepidoptera) feeding on Bael (Aegle marmelos), 
in Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated version of his previously published online research document available through pankajoudhia.com. 
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According to the reference literatures, Papilio demoleus, the Citrus Butterfly, is a highly destructive pest in India and has a countrywide distribution. 
The damaged caused by the caterpillar to host plant by defoliation is often serious. Seedlings and young plants suffer the most. The adult is a black 
and yellow swallow-tail butterfly. Eggs are laid in singly or in groups of 2-3 on leaves. The larva grows feeding on the leaves. The full-fed caterpillar 
is stout and greenish in colour and pupates on the plant. In Chhattisgarh, this insect attacks on Bael (Aegle marmelos) leaves. Bael is well known herb 
of medicinal importance in Chhattisgarh. It is a medium sized thorny deciduous tree found in the plains and sub-montane regions of India. It is also 
under cultivation in many parts. The sweet aromatic pulp of fruit is edible whereas fruit rind yields tannin. The mucilaginous substance, secreted 
around seeds, is used in varnishes and cementing mixtures and also used as an adhesive. The fruits constitute the drug called Bel, which is chiefly 
used in chronic diarrhoea and dysentery. All parts of Bael possess valuable medicinal properties and the natives and traditional healers of Chhattisgarh 
have in depth traditional knowledge about different medicinal uses of Bael. During the ethnoentomological surveys conducted in different parts of 
Chhattisgarh particularly in Southern Chhattisgarh I have observed that many traditional healers, aware of infestation of Papilio demoleus, on Bael 
leaves collect the full fed caterpillars and use it both internally as well as externally in treatment of many diseases. It is used alone or in combination 
with other herbs. For internal use they prefer the dried caterpillars. The caterpillars collected from Bael leaves are killed and dried in shade. Many 
healers prefer to keep it under moonlight during drying in order to get more promising results. The dried caterpillars are crushed into powder and 
stored for future use. For external uses, they prefer the freshly collected larvae. The traditional healers informed me that the use of Bael leaves in 
many combinations result in harmful effects. In such cases, the caterpillars can play an important role. Few healers use caterpillars with Bael leaves 
but most of the healers are not in favour of this use. The healers add the dry caterpillars in powder form, in popular herbal combinations used in 
treatment of all types of bleeding both internally as well as externally. They informed that the internal use of powder alone with lukewarm water is 
boon for the patients having poor digestion. They recommend its use upto fifteen days for complete cure. In general, they suggest the patients to use it 
in any part of the year, in the interval of three months, in order to maintain good health. The traditional healers of Kanker region use the freshly 
collected caterpillars in treatment of boils. In combination with Bariyara (Sida acuta) and Neem leaves, they prepare an aqueous paste and apply it 
externally on boils. It suppresses the boils effectively. According to the healers, the caterpillars play an important role in eliminating the heat of the 
boils. 


The use of problematic pest Papilio demoleus as medicinal insect has yet not been reported from any part of the world. I am feeling proud to 
document this important traditional medicinal knowledge. I am confident that the positive attitude towards this insect will help us to prepare the 
strategies to utilize it for the benefit of human beings rather than to destroy it through harmful agrochemicals. 
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New comments added on May, 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected new information on medicinal uses of Papilio demoleus collected from Aegle plants. For Cassia overdose the 
Traditional Healers use Feronia based Formulations. In these Formulations Papilio demoleus is added as secondary ingredient. For Datura toxicity 
the Healers use Terminalia based Formulations. In these Formulations Papilio demoleus is added as quaternary ingredient. In order to manage the 
cases of Toona excess the Healers use Cuscuta based Formulations. The Healers add Papilio demoleus as quinary ingredient in these Formulations. 
In general it is added as secret ingredient and very rarely share information about it. 


In Hopea based Frmulations for internal bleeding Papilio demoleus is added as septenary ingredient. These Formulations are popular among the 
Healers. They are not in favour of its long term use. In Euonymus based Formulations it is added as octonary ingredient. These Formulations are 
used internally for management of wound in patients with Diabetes. In Astercantha based Formulations used for blood purification Papilio demoleus 
is added as senary ingredient along with Leonotis. In Medicinal Rice Kanthi Banko based Formulations for boils Papilio demoleus is added as 


denary ingredient. These Formulations are considered as promising and used internally. In Satyrium based Formulations for blood related diseases 
Papilio demoleus is added as nonary ingredient. In these Formulations only wild orchids are used. 


In Dactylorhiza based Formulations for internal bleeding the Healers of Jharkhand use it with Blumea as secondary ingredient. The Healers of 


Odisha use it with Madhuca as quaternary ingredient whereas the Healers of Bastar use it with Asparagus as quinary ingredient. For complete 
information on Formulations and Dosage please visit pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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